Psyvivor 8 - Child Development Project - Psychology 12 (Mr.Sangha)

Purpose:  Observe two children (one Kindergarten and one Grade Two) and carefully describe the behaviour of the child in terms of child development theory (Chapter 3).

Instructions:  

You will observe each child for approximately 15 minutes – time is limited so you must work fast.  
In your group pairings (or threes), ideally, one of you should be the observer and the other should be the researcher.  
If there is not enough room, go to the hall but close to where the classroom is.  
Be well away from other groups.  
Note the child’s first name, age and teacher’s name.  
If you are given two or more children to work with in the class, occupy the other child by asking them to draw a picture of their family etc.  Do not let one child influence the other.

How to Observe:

You should make note of what the child says and does, gestures and facial expressions and any questions asked of you in the observation situations.

You should be unbiased and remain uninfluenced by your own attitudes and opinions while observing.  Just try and observe without judging and without interpreting the child’s behaviour OR correcting them by giving them the right answers.

Make friends with the child you are observing.  You will all benefit from your time together.

Observations:

Session 1 - You and the Child

Materials

1 package of Raisins or Goldfish or other small treats (no peanut/nuts)
5 different lengths of paper strips (5cm, 8cm, 11cm, 14cm and 17cm in length)

5 pennies (if you have them or five nickels)

3 glasses - 1 tall and narrow and 2 identical short and wide all clear (those beakers from Science are perfect but are easily broken)
blank paper and pencil crayons

A)

1)  Sit at a table and place 7 raisins/treats in a row on a paper with equal amount of space between each one and make sure the child watches.  Make sure your hands are clean.

2)  Put 10 more raisins in a pile and say “These are yours.  Take the same number and make a line next to mine”
3)  Record what the child says and does – uses all 10 or less, has smaller spacing etc etc (also record any additional instructions you gave).  Do not correct them.

4)  Once the child has made their row, stretch your row longer (increasing the spacing) without adding any and ask “Do we have the same number?”
5)  Record what the child says and does.  What can you assume from the child’s actions and responses?
B)

1)  Place 5 pennies in a row in front of the child.  Place the raisins in a pile and say “We are going to play store.  You are going to buy from me.”
2)  Give the child the 5 pennies and say “You can buy the raisins with the pennies.  Give me a penny and I will give you a raisin”.  Tell them to not eat the raisin but to keep it.

3)  Hide the pennies as the child gives them to you.  Get them to buy at least two or three raisins.  After the sale, ask “How many raisins do you have?  How many pennies do I have?”
4)  Record their answers.  What is the child demonstrating?

C)

1)  Place four strips of paper in a line with the same distance apart from each other (keep the 11cm one – make sure they don’t see you have it).

2)  Say “I left this one out.  Would you please put it where it belongs?”  Place the “extra” strip in their hand.

3)  After the child places the 11 cm strip, ask “Why does it go there?”  Watch where they put it – at the end, moved and in the right spot etc?

4)  Does the child use any rule?  If so, what are they using?

D) 

1)  Fill the two identical glasses with the same amount of water.  There should be sinks in the classroom or hallway.  Make sure you have paper towelling for any spilled water

2)  Ask “Is the same amount of water in each glass?”
3)  If the child agrees, continue.  If they disagree, then adjust the level until they agree.

4)  Pour the water from 1 short glass into the tall glass or vice versa.  There should be a significant difference in size or else your glasses are not valid for this experiment. Ask “which one has more water? Why?”
5)  Note the response, hesitations, facial expressions, gestures etc.  Do not teach the correct answer.  What does the answer tell you about the child’s development?

E)  

1   Ask the child “Do you have a brother/sister?  What is her/his name?  Does _________ (name of brother/sister) have a brother/sister?”  For example, does the child know he/she is the sibling’s brother/sister.  If no siblings, replace it with mother/father and then ask if the mother/father has any children.

2)  Note the response.  What does this tell you?

F)

1)  Read the following story – use your great story telling voice.  Pause for emphasis.  Make it exciting.  Ensure you have their attention:  “I am going to read you a story.  A woman was very sick.  One medicine might help her.  The sick woman’s husband went to everyone he knew to get money to buy the medicine but he could not get enough money.  He asked the store to let him still have the medicine because his wife was sick.  The store said no.  The husband got mad and broke into the store later that night and stole the medicine.  Should he have done that?  Why?”

2)  Record the child’s response, hesitations, facial expressions, gestures etc.  Record the child’s answer carefully.  What does their answer tell you about their moral development?

G)

1)  Ask the child to draw a picture of their family.  Try not to define the term “family”. 

2)  Ask the child to tell you about their picture.  Include their picture and comments in your paper.  If they don’t want to give it or time runs out, take a picture of their picture.

Guidelines for write-up (not on the day of the observation but later).
Be clear, concise and state your observations factually.

1.  Compare your data from all members of your group.

2.  Use the evidence gathered in the sessions to support and explain which stage your child is experiencing in regards to Piaget’s, Kohlberg’s and Erikson’s theories.  Briefly explain the theory, then explain which stage corresponds with your child and why you think this.

3.  Use observed behaviours - include direct quotes from the child.  Be specific in your observations and quotes.  Avoid interpretations.

Include:

Title Page:  to also include the children’s names, age, teacher’s name, your names, and the date.

Observations:  Location, time, date and nature of each session

Discussion:  relate your findings to the theories - use supporting evidence from your child to determine the appropriate level at each theory.  

Conclusion:  What did you learn from the child by applying the theories to the development of the child.

References:  Include all work cited or used.

Appendix:  Include all original rough notes and observations
